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the Direction of strengthening endogamous and a fortiori exogamous groups Is exerted in this way. Originally these groups were somewhat undefined, and arose from vague recollections of consanguinity, or family, tribal, or racial relationships. With the movements of communities in newly settled countries, all customs would be in a fluid state. When they were well established in a tract of land, and territorial barriers made communication difficult, the groups would tend to be restricted to certain areas. As long as the supply and demand of brides and bridegrooms of a given area were equal, no difficulty would arise. But in process of time these were sure to be inequalities, especially if the groups were small. Even taking the whole of the 294,000,000 of the Indian population, the males outnumber the females by about five millions and a half,1 and there are provinces in which the deficiency of females is higher than 1 in 9. If we take smaller groups, no matter what the lines of division may be, the disparity would be still more striking. Now such disparities very seriously upset the equilibrium of the marriage market. In such cases various shifts are resorted to. One of these is exemplified by the marriage customs of the Kulin Brahmans in Bengal. But the one most in favour in rural circles is to import brides of unknown or doubtful origin, and by a fiction to get over
1 In England, with a population about one-sixth that ol India, the females outnumber the males by about a million.